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when people think of amnesia, they think of retrograde amnesia, but anterograde is more 
common 
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1981 


FIGURE 6.2 Retrograde amnesia for recall of information from P. Z.’s autobiography. 
Source; Buttors & Cermak, 1986. 









Preserved implicit memory 


■ Participants studied a list of 
common words, such as food. 

■ They were then tested in one 
of three ways: 

Free recoil 

Cued recall : Given the stem of 
the word and asked to recall 

Completion: Given the stem 
and asked to say any word that 
fits that stem. 


Graf, Squire, & Mandler (1984) 


Percentage remembered 



Condition 


□ Control 
■ Amnesia 


















Preserved skill learning 
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Nonf«p*at«d 
word triads 


Repeated 

word triads 


Evidence from 

amnesics (Cohen & Squire, 1980) 



Memory for words 

Reading inverted text 


> 



Fig. 2. Acquisition of 
a minor-reading skill 
during three daily ses¬ 
sions. and retention 3 
months later. The 
ability to minor read 
unique (nonrepealed) 
words was acquired 
at a normal rate by 
amnesic patients. The 
ability of amnesic pa¬ 
tients to mirror read 
repeated words was 
inferior to the control 
rate because amnesic 
patients, unlike con¬ 
trol subjects, could 
not remember the 
specific words that 
had been read. 


Day 


get faster on repeated words even though they can't remember them, 
reading is a skill. 


6 




























Recognition performance 


Hedonic preferences 

Patients and controls hear an unfamiliar melody 0,1,5, or 10 times and then later try 
to recognize it or judge how much they like it. 



Johnson, Kim, & Risse (1985) 


preference effect for prior melodies looks normal, but recognition is impaired. 




















Causes of amnesia 

• post-traumatic (organic) amnesia 

• childhood amnesia 

• Korsakoff's amnesia 

• drug-induced amnesia 

— benzodiazepines 

• electroconvulsive therapy 

• prosopamnesia 







Clive Wearing 

• http://www. youtube.com/watch?v=Lu9UY8Zq 

g-Q&feature=mfu in order&list=UL (8:49) 

• http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=xCvvzl2aVUo&feature=related (9:08) 

• http://www. youtube.com/watch?v=9BrCBq2FY U&feature=related (9:00) 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKxr08GEE54&feature=related (5:49) 

• total (32:46) 


about K hour total 









Characteristics of Clive Wearing 

• preserved procedural memory (piano) 

• preserved language 

• massive anterograde amnesia in episodic 
memory 

• loss of semantic memory (?) 

• intact implicit memory (anticipation of video 
events) 

• condition is emotionally disturbing 

• very short-term memory only 




Next class: 
Eyewitness memory 



